ee MOTOCROSS CHAMPS- PICTORIAL COVER : 











RA 











NEW ZEALAND BOB ANDREWS 
| a) ea) GOOK ALLEN 
| GH 


aa i J rt ci NORTON CAFE 
| i Gee —I RU: 
set 


a TRIUMPH X75 
mH September [974 





























There’s only one person in this great big world 
that’s number 1.That’s you. And there’s only one 
thing that makes your bike number 1, and that’s 
the world’s number 1 selling spark plug. 
Number I’s everywhere use the number 1 plug. 


World’s No.1 Seller. 
(We've got your plug.) 
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Whadaya mean, | have to wear goggles, hows dat then. A Dir. OMC dabbling in testing the CB 200. Page 19. 
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After less than one year since a serious 
accident at Western Springs Speedway in 
Auckland, ex-international solo rider, Bob 
Andrews has announced his intentions of 
racing again this coming season. An 
accident last year had him in hospital with 
a broken spine and with his pelvis broken 
in four places. After three’ weeks in 
hospital he was released but not until two 
pins were placed in his back. He feels as 
fit as ever now and is looking forward to 
the coming racing year. 


Bob began his racing career in 1953 
when he joined the British First Division 
League Club, Wimbledon. Up until his 
joining the club he had only ridden 100 
laps over five Saturdays at a training 
school organised by Clem Mitchell. In his 
first year he did little real racing and after 
each Wimbledon meeting would ride four 
laps by himself to keep in trim. His first 
race for the club came during the last 
meeting of the 1953 season and he 
finished second. 

At this time Wimbledon was amongst 
the top British League teams and Kiwi 
World Champions, Ronnie Moore and 
Barry Briggs were regular team members. 

During 1954 Wimbledon loaned Bob 
to the California team which was really 
a junior team that raced in the Sunday 
league events. This meant he was riding 
second halves after each Wimbledon 
meeting as well as every Sunday. He did 
finish second in the California Team 
Championships that year. 


Bob was officially nominated for a 
regular team slot in 1956 when another 
rider had broken his wrist. At this time 
he was riding an Erskine-Jap and won his 
first league appearance. From this time 
on he was a regular member until he left 
Wimbledon in 1964. 

In 1957 Ivan Mauger tried to break into 
British speedway. Bob can remember 
racing against him at the Wimbledon 
track. “We’d have match races and I'd 
give him a 10 year handicap and still beat 
him,” said Bob. After the 57 season Mauger 
returned to Australia where he found the 
talent that has now made him World 
Champion four times. 

Bob had by now settled down to 
regular league racing and in 1958 very 
nearly gave up the game. “I was feeling 
very despondent and didn’t think | was 
getting anywhere however a trip to South 
Africa changed all that,” he said. At the 
end of the British season Bob bought a 
new Rotrax-Jap machine and headed off 
to South Africa to try his hand in the 
Southern Hemisphere. “He raced in the 
South Africa Championships and finished 
third ahead of ex-World Champion Ove 
Fundin. “This was a turning point in my 
career, | had raced the whole year through 
and when | returned to Wimbledon in 
1959 | was up to heat leader class,” said 
Bob. 


Bob in action at Western Springs during a day 
practice. On the outside is Bob Duckworth also 
an ex-British League first division rider. 





...and that's what Bob looks like minus his 
facemask. Here he’s wearing the colours of 
Cradley Heath (now Cradley United) the team 
he last rode for in the U.K. 








1960 was the beginning of the height 
of his racing career. After regular league 
racing he reached the World Final as 
reserve. After the final had been run he 
finished 15th. An English Test team was 
nominated to tour Australia in 1960/61 
and this was Bob’s first taste of speedway 
‘down under’. 

He reached the World Final again in 
1961 and this time finished Sth equal 
with Ronnie Moore. This achievement 
made him the highest scoring British rider 
in the Final. It was also at this time that 
he was ranked 11th best rider in the 
world. 

Bob repeated his fifth placing in the 
World Final at Wembley in 1962 and was 
again equal with Moore but this time he 
had moved up in the ranks to 9th in the 
World. This year Bob travelled to New 
Zealand as an independent rider for the 
down under 62/63 season and took the 
Auckland Championships back with him 
to the U.K. 

He made no appearance in the 1963 
World Final but toured Poland with the 
Lions Test Team. 

It was back to the regular run of things 
in 1964 and after qualifying for the World 
Final he travelled to Gothenburg, Sweden 
where it was to be held. Before the meeting 
rain had covered the track with nearly 
three inches of water and 1000 bags of 
sawdust were thrown on it to try and dry 
it out. In these conditions Bob managed 
11th place. This was to be his last year 
with the Wimbledon team. 


Wolverhampton was his next team 
place in 1965 and he raced alongside such 
riders as the late Gordon Guasco, ex- 
Australian Champion Jim Airey and 
Tommy Sweetman who now lives in 
Auckland. This year he made the British 
Final of the World Championship series 
and was placed 11th» 


Since his first visit to New Zealand in 
1962 Bob made it his home and regularly 
commuted between each country for the 
separate speedway seasons. He did this 
every year except 1966 when he remained 
in N.Z. for the winter. However in 1967 
it was back to the U.K. where he joined 
his third team, Cradley Heath (now 
Cradley United). He raced for them up 
until 1972. 

__ In 1969 Bob paired with Ivan Mauger 
in the World Pairs Championship in 
Sweden which they won. 

While in New Zealand Bob has taken 
many Auckland and New Zealand titles 
and has become a regular favourite of the 
Auckland crowd. He no longer considers 
Britain his home and is now a confirmed 
Kiwi. 

This season will be his 21st since 1953 
and we can only hope for a return of form 
for this International rider, Either way 21 
years of professional racing is an achieve- 
ment to be noted. 





| THE BIG ONE IN HAMILTON BY LECPARD 
FAD TS RIDERS 


In July the richest ever sponsored moto- 
cross event took place at Hamilton on a 
brand new track within the city limits at 
the Te Rapa Race-course. The Great 
Leopard Motocross Championship 
attracted riders from all over N.Z. who 
wanted to share in the $1,000 prizemoney. 

On the day the weather was warm and 
sunny but two weeks of rain had made the 
track very wet and it soon turned to mud 
during the practice. 


There were no grade or capacity 
classes and all the 199 starters were 
seeded into six elimination heats to be 
run over three laps of the one mile 
circuit. The qualifiers went on to the 
quarter finals and non-qualifiers rode in 
repecharge heats. 


By race 10, the first quarter-final of 
five laps, the track had settled down toa 
layer of deep mud and one corner was so 
deep it was christened the “mud hole”. 
The long finish straight was followed by a 
wide right angle bend straight up a steep 
wide hill. Peter Ploen on the 400 Suzuki 
and Moss Smith on the 360 cantilever 
Yamaha gave the huge crowd a display of 
what motocross is all about. Ploen would 
take the tight line around the corner and 
use the power of his Suzuki to accelerate 
hard up the hill. Smith would take the 
long fast outside line, relying on the 
superb handling on his Yamaha to get 
him out of trouble. It was hard to believe 
that with these two battling it out up 
front that it was still a quarter-final with 
the first 15 riders to qualify. 


The second quarter-final saw Peter 
Boyle bring his Suzuki over the finishing 
line first, but was relegated out of the 
results for going around a peg the wrong 
way. However he was allowed to go on to 
the semi-finals. 


With no surprises in the quarter-finals, 
the semi-finals over six laps got underway. 
The first semi-final sawa display of power 
riding by Laurie Love (Suzuki) who 


worked his way up to third place behind 
Ploen and Smith after a bad start. Boyle 
was not so lucky and retired on lap five 
holding third place. The second semi- 
final gave Ross Horsburgh of Christchurch 
and G. Goodfellow of Dunedin a Honda 
and South Island one, two, after a battle 
with Morley Sherriffs and Ashley Major. 

After the semi-finals the riders had a 
break whilst a brand new Yamaha 50cc, 
donated by W. White Ltd, was auctioned. 
The bidding eventually reached $315 
which was donated to the St. John 
Ambulance Brigade. 

Then came the 30 minute final to find 
the Great Leopard Moto Cross Champion 
from the best 30 riders in N.Z. From the 
start the riders went straight up a steep 
hill the full width of the start line and it 
was an impressive sight as they jumped over 
the top in a shower of mud. Ploen was 
soon out in front with Smith right behind 
and further back Love, Larry Ross, Ross 
McLaren, Major and Goodfellow battling 
together. Then Horsburgh moved up to 
join the leaders. However he fell on the 
hill on lap four and this must've detuned 
him as the flying Ploen had lapped him 
after eight minutes. 

After five laps Smith jumped ahead of 
Ploen at the top of the hill, but halfway 
around he fell and Ploen took command 
again. Smith remounted half a lap behind 
and pressed on with a bent gear lever. The 
rest of the field were well behind and this 
looked like the finishing order but after 
10 laps Smith started to creep up on 
Ploen. At the start of lap seven only 
seconds separated the two. With half a 
lap to go the gap was down to four 
seconds and the crowd surged to get a 
view of the finishing line for what promised 
to be the finish of a lifetime. But it was 
Smith who finished alone. Second, a long 
way back, an unlucky Ploen had his tight 
line through the mud hole blocked by 
another rider and he couldn’t get through, 
Smith has taken the outside line. 

It was a happy Moss Smith who 


accepted the giant $300 cheque and a 

philosophical Peter Ploen who received 

$85 second prize. When asked what went 

wrong he said, “‘it was just a little bit of 

mud.” 

Results: 

Qualifying Heats. 

Race 1; P. Ploen 1, L. Ross 2, R. Burling 
3, G. Fagan 4, L. Hawkins 5. 

Race 2; M. Smith 1, L. Peeti 2, G. MacRae 
3, B. Cowley 4, C. Nelson 5. 

Race 3; R. McLaren 1, C. Browne 2, C. 
Sidall 3, M. Prowse 4, R. Fagan 5. 

Race 4; P. Boyle 1, L. Love 2, A. Collison 
3, W. Lambess 4, J. Gibbons 5. 

Race 5; R. Horsburgh 1, M. Sherriffs 2, G. 
Goodfellow 3, H. Nelson 4, G. Watts 5. 

Race 6; W. Wetzel 1, L. O’Brien 2, A. Major 
3, J. Cross 4, G. Newbound 5. 


Repecharge Heats. 
Race 7; R. Sherruffs 1, G. Burnett 2, P. 
Bicknell 3, R. Simpson 4, G. Jones 5. 
Race 8; S. Ward 1, J. Hanning 2, M. 
Wilkins 3, T. Bruin 4, C. Caulfield 5. 
Race 9; A Morris 1, C. Dixon 2, M. 
ee 3, D. McCluggage 4, R. Dreaver 


Quarter Final. 
Race 10; P. Ploen 1, M. Smith 2, L. Ross 
3, L. Peeti 4, B. Cowley 5. 
Race 11; L. Love 1, C. Browne 2, R. 
McLaren 3, J. Gibbons 4, C. Siddall 5. 


Race 12; R. Horsburgh 1, G. Goodfellow 2 
A. Major 3, M. Sherriffs 4, L. O’Brien 5. 
Race 13; R. Sherriffs 1, A. Morris 2, {ls 
McDonald 3, K. Carter 4, J. Hanning 5. 
Semi Finals. 
Race 14; P. Ploen 1, M. Smith 2, L. Love 
3, L. Ross 4, W. Lambess 5. 
Race 15; R. Horsburgh 1, G. Goodfellow 
2 M. Sherriffs 3, A. Major 4, R. Sherriffs 


Final. 
Race 16; M. Smith 1, P. Ploen 2, L. Ross 3 
A. Major 4, L. Love 5. ; 


Report by Charlie Hedges, photos by Dave 
Judson. 


Signs of his past speedway riding. Second placed rider Peter Ploen Ross McLaren on his CZ had mud troubles all day. 
throws his Suzuki 400 around. 
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A lap scorer’s nightmare but under the mud a maiden’s dream. Hamilton's 
le bachelor, Stu Witchell (Montesa). 





No use using goggles in this type of weather. Bob Cowley was so tired after 
the final he couldn’t even wipe the mud out of his mo! 






——— rn 9 prem Rr separa _ ok 
Graeme Watts, Yamaha, This is the same bike he rode to third place in Lower North Island stalwart Morl 
the Hamilton Grand Prix single cylinder race. tricky hi 





ey Sherriffs blasts his Honda up that 
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It’s the polka dot kid. Ross Horsburgh concentrates 
in the mud. 





i oo eS SS 
Leopard Champion, Moss Smith on his Yamaha 360. Jeff Cross entertains on his Montesa. Later in the day he was to 
break a chain. 
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Right back on the seat Ross Horsburgh gets all the drive to the 
back wheel. 





Ross McLaren (CZ) airborne again, 
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If there was ever a contest for New 
Zealand’s most versatile’ motorcycle 


competitor of all time. Gook (Gordon) 
Allen, must be one of the top few. 


Born in Gisborne 43 years ago his 
racing career has spanned 26 years and as 
many sections of the sport as you’d care to 
mention. For this reason alone we must 
include him in our magazine. The 
accompanying photograph was taken by 
Peter Beazley nearly two years ago before 
Gook retired and it’s that type of action 
that has earned Gook a place of respect 
amongst N.Z.’s greats. 


The first section of the motorcycle 
sport that attracted Gook was grass-track. 
Basically these machines were modified 
speedway bikes and raced on mile 
grass circuits. Gook won his fair share of 
events and championships in this class 
before moving into the high speed, 
demanding sport of road racing. 


From there it was back into the world 
of oval dirt tracks and as a speedway 
rider Gook is perhaps best known. His 
ability in this section eventually led him 
to travel to the home of professional 
speedway, England. He spent five years 
riding for the North-Eastern club of 
Newcastle Diamonds during which time he 


also competed in many events as an 
individual rider. 


As if this wasn’t enough he has also 
made two trips to the Soviet Union as a 
competitor in the most suicidally inclined 
motorcycle sport in the World .. . ice 
speedway racing. In this sport (if it can 
be called that) the specially designed bikes 
are fitted with four inch spikes on the 
tyres which provide the drive, and it’s all 
drive, on the slippery oval. You can’t 
cross the bike up as in conventional 
speedway all you can do is lean the bike 
as low as you possibly can until your 
padded knee hits the ice and pray you 
don’t become another rider's pin cushion. 


As well as the previously mentioned 
sports Gook regularly competed in moto- 
cross and on the beach until his retirement 
18 months ago. P 


A motorcycle mechanic by trade Gook 
now runs his own service and repair 
shop in the small North Island centre of 
Morrinsville and that’s where motorcycling 
begins and ends for him now, While 
racing in Queensland he met his wife and 
they now have two boys aged seven and 
eight and you can bet they'll be on a bike 
sooner than you think. 





About the only section of motorcy 
Gook hasn’t tried is land speed atte, 
and when asked if he’d like to tr 
replied with an ardent ‘‘yes”. Chance 
we'll see him astride two wheels aga 
the future but he’s making no 
promises. 

But his life isn’t the same old nine | 
five work routine as we may be le: 
believe. Gook now owns his own pr 
plane . . . an Oster to be exact. Don’! 
us what they are because we haven’ ‘| 
slightest but Gook is having flying instruc- 
tion and will soon be fully licenced. His 
riding made him travel more than hal! a 
million air miles so the bug has fincly 
caught him. He’d very much like to 
compete in air races, as seen in the U.S.A., 
but civil aviation authorities in N.Z. 
prohibit such practices, ‘I’ve approached 
the authorities and tried to get them to 
change their minds but with no luck 
so far,” said Gook. 

__ This article doesn’t even cover in 
eighth of the things Gook has done in his 
life to date and in a future issue you'l! be 
able to read a full scale article on this 
Interesting character. We'll have it in 
Print just as soon as Seagull can glide do\") 


the line to collar Gook for a couple 0! 
hours 
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First there W 
600bhp 327 ecarl¥aey 
hear that another “< 
Joe, will be coming to N-Z- with his VW 
engined bike that runs in the nines. There’s 
evidence of car motors being used in the 
drag racing sport but yet another inventive 
rider has produced a machine with an 
even “weirder” power source. 

At present residing in Australia, Pete 
Allen, alias Pommie Pete, has built what he 
told Two Wheels motorcycle magazine 
was the ultimate weapon. 

In short it’s a turbine-powered drag 
bike. 

Pete managed mid 12’s on his Yamaha 
TZ350 but now he’s out to take the glory 
away from the likes of Pushkey. 

For many years Pete rode a Triumph 
Trident in circuit racing but it was on a 
twin engined Triumph drag bike that he 
made his name. Before temporarily retiring 
from the strips in 1971 the Triumph ran 
in the low nines but he hopes that the 
turbine machine will make the sevens. At 
the moment the fastest official standing 
quarter mile elapsed time is to the credit 
of an American Norton rig... it runs low 
eight’s. 

He was tempted back into the sport 
when a friend, Jack McDonald, told him 
he had a Rolls Royce aviation starter 
motor that may have some quarter mile 
application. Together they sat down and 
drew up plans for the machine which is 
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to give Pete the “Drag Bike King” crown. 

The turbine machine has been finished 
since late last year but metal problems and 
industrial disputes delayed it’s debut to 
this year. 

The whole crux of the bike is the 
engine, which weighs a mere 36lb and 
looks more like a turbo charger than a 
complete power unit. It is fuelled by two 
tanks of water and nitrogen each pressur- 
ised to 1,500 pounds per square inch. 

The turbine, out of aRolls Royce Avon 
jet engine, is rated at 200bhp for 500 
hours and although maximum power is 
available from standstill, full power lasts 
on a few seconds before tapering off to 
below 100bhp due to failing gas pressure. 
Fuel flow is regulated by a Lucas aircraft 
throttle valve. 


The frame was made in a matter of 
days from 18 guage mild steel tubing and 
is of dual downtube construction. It is 36 
inches tall at the front end with a 66 inch 
wheelbase. The frame is similar to the old 
twin engines Triumph machine but weighs 
only 100 Ib. The frame has been made 
tall enough to support a Kawasaki 900 if 
the turbine machine fails to meet 
expectations. 

Cycle parts used are stock Yamaha 650 
front end and Honda 750 rear wheel. Pete 
feels that the Yamaha 11 inch disc with 
Rosco competition pads and the Honda 
drum will be more than enough to slow the 















bike from an estimated 180mph. 

The rear end is hard tail. The only 
possible alteration to stock parts will be 
the fitting of a steering damper to the 
forks to eliminate front end wander. 

Controls are in the normal layout 
position. The left hand lever operates a 
throttle shut off valve which when pulled 
in disengages a dog clutch set up which 
closes a small piston in the turbine 
housing thus stopping the flow of fuel. 
The throttle is not a progressive throttle 
control but merely an on off control for 
the fuel regulator. The rear brake is foot 
operated. 

Drive to the rear 4.00 x 18 slick is 
chain drive. Shaft drive had been considered 
but technical problems have side-lined this 
at the moment. 


Pete’s riding position on the machine is 
unusual to say the least. He will crouch in 
an almost prone position astride a small 
set of clip on bars. Instead of looking 
over the head Pete will peer underneath 
it so he can see which way he’s headed, 

If this prototype is successful Pete will 
start immediately on a replacement bike. 
It will use a more volatile fuel boosting 
the power output to more than 400bhp 
and have more than 1,700ft/Ib of torque 
in a 200Ib frame. This is potentially good 
for under six second runs at more than 
250mph. . quicker than the best big 
engined rails. 
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spokin 


What’s dirty has two legs, uses two 
wheels for transport and does his best to 
break every road law he can think of... ? 
That may be difficult for you to answer 
but ask another road user and they’ll say 
(with the odd exception) .... “a 
motorcyclist”. Of course they won’t call 
them motorcyclists, there’s a‘much more 
common word for this person... ..a 
bikie or biker. 

Unfortunately since the end of the 
James Dean era and the beginning of the 
mods and rockers the genuine motorcyclist 
(meaning the person who only breaks the 
law occasionally) has come in for much 
maligned criticism due to an odd few who 
choose to be anti-social. It’s the same old 
story .... all you need is one bad apple 
and the rest are thought of as coming 
from the same tree. This image has been 
built up over the last two decades and 
only recently. is the general public viewing 
motorcyclists with a little respect. Hot 
rodders suffer from the same problem. 
Would be rodders in V8’s that bear little 
if any resemblance to a real rod have 
caused the genuine people to be viewed in 
the same dim light. 

When | was at school the exploits of 
bikers on big, thumping four strokes 
attracted me to the local bookshop where 
| bought book after book on the subject. 
Chopper, King Rat, Hells Angels and 
Chapter 49 to mention a few. All idolised 
the anti-social life that was relished by 
these people. Now that’s where the first 
problem lies. Glamourise the life of a hero 
or patriot and that’s fair enough but 
idolise anti-social behaviour and hey 
presto every Tom, Dick and Harry with 
pebbles for brains are out their doing 
their upmost to imitate their heroes. The 
author of the book didn’t intend this to 
happen, all he wanted was a little bread 
but it’s fact. People are all the same,they 
must have something to believe in. 

This is not a personal attack on the real 
biker who believes in his motorcycles and 
respects other peoples life-styles without 
trying to disrupt them. What | am pointing 
out are the would be bikers who ride 
bikes because it’s the thing to do, never 
look after their machine and who menace 
other people. There’s no harm in living 
differently from the majority of the 
community provided you don’t try to 
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force your ideals on other citizens. How 
can Mr John Citizen be expected to 
respect motorcyclists when this is all they 
have to go by? Remember it’s the bad 
news that people remember. 

By now you might be saying that what 
I’ve written is biased and that I’m a 
puritanical nutter with his priorities mixed 
up and as an editor of a motorcycle 
publication | should support these dudes. 
If you think that,you might as well say 
Joe Smith supports all forms of perversion 
because he works for Playboy. Well if 


you want to think that, go right ahead. 


Everyone’s entitled to their own opinion. 

I’m not saying that my opinion isn’t 
fool-proof because | realise that there are 
the good and the bad. In his recent travels 
to the South Island, the editor of Hot Rod 
magazine Rich Neale, met a few bikers on 
the Cook Strait ferry, After playing a 
couple of hands of cardswith them he 
found them very intelligent and friendly 
to get along with. Well why not,they’re 
human.However, sometimes the antics of 
minority biker groups make you wonder. 
When the Labour Government took office 
it was in their manifesto to rid this 
country of it’s biker problem. That only 
served to consolidate the groups who after 
hearing this news fully expected a com- 
munist pogrom by the New Zealand 
Police Force. In the past few years the 
biker problem, if it isa problem,has been 
blown up out of all proportion and the 
best form of attack is to ignore them. 
Sure, when they break the law they have 
to suffer the consequences just like any- 
one. When John Citizen breaks the law 
we'll put him away too but is the whole 
community thought to be rotten because 
Mr Citizen robbed the bank or converted 
a car? Of course not,but all motorcyclist’s 
instantly come in for criticism. For this 
very reason alone minority groups have to 
be careful. 

There are hundreds of minority groups 
in our midst who choose to lead a 
different way of life and can do so in 
relative harmony. My argument is this, 
treat the biker as you would any respect- 
able citizen, because he is, all that’s 
different in his life style. Would you 
victimise a vegetarian because he won’t 
eat meat? Of course not so where's the 
difference. Think about it. 


singlebancinll 


Yamaha may have Mick Andrews on 
their side but Honda have moved into the 
game now by signing Sammy Miller as 
their trials expert. Miller quit Bultaco in 
favour of Honda after being with the team 
for 10 years. Honda are the last Japanese 
manufacturer to sign an overseas rider. 
The contract will last for two years. 





The U.K. took the recent Anglo/ 
American Match Race series away from the 
Yanks at Easter but only by the skin of 
their teeth. The series was run on Easter 
Saturday, Easter Sunday and Easter 
Monday at Brands Hatch, Mallory Park 
and Bolton Park respectively. At each 
meeting there were two races with points 
being accumulative. 

At Brands U.K. managed a victory 
over the visitors by 145 points to 127 
points. The identical score was recorded 
at Mallory Park but the tables were 
turned at Bolton Park where the U.S. 
turned up trumps by 147 points to 125 
points. 

The overall series went to the U.K. by 
415 points to 401 points. 


Results: 

Brands Hatch; 

Leg 1, Leg 2, 

P. Smart UK , Y. DuHamel US 


1 1 
K. Roberts US 2, K. Roberts US 2 
B. Sheene UK 3, P. Smart UK 3 
S. Woods UK 4, B. Sheene UK 4 
B. Ditchburn UK 5, G. Nixon US 5 
D. Croxford UK 6. S. Woods UK 6 


Mallory Park; 


Leg 1, Leg 2, 

K. Roberts US 1, K. Roberts US 1, 
B.Sheene UK —.2, B. Sheene UK 23 
P. Smart UK 3, G. Nixon US 35 
G. Nixon US 4, G.RomeroUS 4, 
S. Woods UK 5, S. Woods UK 35 
G. Romero US 6. P. Williams UK 6 
Bolton Park; 

Leg 1, Leg 2, 

B. Sheene UK 1, K Roberts US ls 
K. Roberts US 2, B. Sheene UK 2 
G. Nixon US 3, G. Romero US 3, 
S.WoodsUK 4, S.WoodsUK 4, 
G. Romero US _ 5, B. Ditchburn UK oH 
D. Aldana US 6. D. Aldana US 6 
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Harley-Davidson are making a dramatic| 
comeback to the world motorcycle market 
and racing circuits. The Harley owned 
Aermacchi factory in Italy is now pro- 
ducing lightweight motorcycles from 90cc 
to 350cc, along with a twin cylinder racing 
machine. 

Walter Villa riding a 250cc Harley- 
Davidson racer was recently placed second 
in the Swedish Grand Prix. He is currently 
first in the class championships with 47 
points and Yamaha are second and third 
with 32 and 24 points respectively. 

Michael Rougerie is presently third in 
the 350cc class with a 350cc version of 
the same machine. 

Garry Scott is currently breaking 
Yamaha's string of victories in the United 
States and on July 7th Jim Dunn on a 
250cc Harley-Davidson broke Yamaha's 
six year dominance of the 250cc event in 
Canada. - 

Stichbury Distributors Limited were 
recently appointed New Zealand Agents 
for Harley-Davidson and expect to have 
them on the market here within the next 
six weeks. Prior to this however, a 350cc 
version of a racing machine is being air- 
freighted to Wellington and who better 
than Ginger Molloy to race it on the New 
Zealand circuit this season. There is no 
doubt that this new entry to the New 
Zealand racing scene will create a tre- 
mendous amount of interest and we wish 
Ginger every success on his new mount. 


a EES 


Motobecane, the French motorcycle 
firm, have produced their first works road 
racer for 40 years. The bike is a special 
model designed especially for the inter- 
national circuit. It will be ridden by 
French ace, Eric Offenstadt. The machine 
will be powered by a specially built twin 
cylinder water cooled engine. The frame 
has been designed by Motobecane with 
Marzocchi forks and French built spokes 
mag/alloy wheels. Weight with stream 
lining will only be 154 pounds. Originally 
two machines were going to be built but 
now there’s only one. If things go well 
Motobecane may move into the 350cc 
class in 1975. 
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This year’s Marlboro Series promises to 
be bigger and better than last years with 
top class competition all round. It is 
rumoured that there may also be a sidecar 
section with competing units from 
Australia which should prove interesting. 
As yet the Marlboro Promoters haven’t 
said anything definite but assure me that 
as soon as everything is confirmed we'll 


know. 


If you can remember our feature 
article on Len Perry in the July issue of 
New Zealand Motorcycle you'll probably 
remember that he’s going to start beach 
racing again in a big way. 

At the last meeting held by the 
Papakura Motorcycle Club on Kariotahi 
Beach, Waiuku, Len fronted up with his 
modified B31 BSA and filled 2 third 
placings on the day. Not content with 
minor placings Len is building up a 
Suzuki 500cc twin for beach use and 
rumour has it that it'll be ready very 
shortly. 


Veteran circuit competitor Ginger 
Molloy has imported some exotic 
machinery with which he intends to 
tackle the N.Z. circuit this year. 

Ginger has an  ex-works Harley 
Davidson 350cc on order and it should 
be arriving this month if it hasn’t already 
done so. The bike has already been used 
and Ginger believes it is in top competition 
order. Although he has no performance 
figures on his machine HD do produce a 
350ce production racer and it churns out 
67bhp at 11,200rpm. 

The front wheel and forks are Cerani 
as is the real wheel. The frame is HD 
design as is the engine unit which is a 
twin cylinder, water cooled two stroke 
driving through a six speed transmission. 

At the moment the machine is still in 
the factory and a list of spares is being 
assembled it will then be despatched 
express air-freight to New Zealand. The 
bike will be sponsored by Stitchbury 
Distributors who are the new HD 
franchaise holders in N.Z. 

Ginger is also working on a drag bike 
at the moment powered by his road racer 
and next month will see more information 
on this beast in N.Z. Motorcycle magazine. 


During the World Championship road 
race at Anderstorp, Sweden in July the 
500cc World Champion, Giacomo Agostini 
was hit by the works Suzuki of Barry 
Sheene which went out of control 
following a transmission seizure. Agostini 
was to fly back to Italy for treatment in 
order to continue his fight for the World 
Championship title. 

It is rumoured that Agostini may be 
visiting N.Z. this year for the International 
Marlboro Series. Yamaha has requested 
information on sending a sponsored rider 
and at the moment it is most likely 
Agostini. After his accident he may retire 
from this years World Championship and 
the Marlboro Series could be used to get 
him back in trim. 





For the first time in the 67 year history of 
the Isle of Man TT races five of the 
events have been won by a single make of 
machine. You guessed it Yamaha have 
pulled this coup d'etat. All wins were 
recorded by private individuals because 
the official Yamaha team was _ hot present. 

The run of successes started when 
Tony Rutter won the 350cc Junior TT. 
His average speed was 104.44mph for the 
five lap race of the 27.7 mile circuit. 
The previous record for this class was held 
by MV Augusta. Rutter headed home a 
clean sweep by Yamaha who filled the 
first 39 places. The second 
win for Yamaha was recorded by Charlie 
Williams who won the 250cc Lightweight 
TT. This time Yamaha filled the first 28 
places. 

Yamaha scored their first win ever in 
the 500cc Senior TT when Phil Carpenter 
crossed the line ahead of Rutter and 
Williams. All were on Yamahas. 

The previous record of four wins in a 
week was held by MV Augusta set in 1958 
and this was broken by Yamaha when 
Clive Horton won the 125cc race. Chas 
Mortimer won the Formula 750cc race on 
a Yamaha TZ350 despite opposition from 
the official Norton and Suzuki teams on 
750cc machines. Yamaha ‘als took the 
first two places in the 250¢t, Production 
Class and a third in the 500ce'Sidecar TT. 
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THE WAINUIOMATA 


“AND THEN ALONG CAME PLOEN” 


Wainuiomata was the venue for a 
charity motocross on June 30 organised 
by the Hutt Valley Motorcycle Club. 

€o-sponsored by all the local motor- 
cycle shops and by Coca Cola there was 
$750 in the bag for competing riders. 

This meeting attracted riders from all 
over the country and the fields included 
such notables as Morley Shirriffs, Peter 
Ploen and Moss Smith. The circuit was 
unusual, to say the least, there were no 
hills, everything was dead level except for 
one small six foot lump. However the lack 
of hills was compensated for by a number 
of extremely difficult corners with hair 
pins reminiscent of the Manfield Grand 


Prix circuit. 

If there had been a rider of the day 
award it would definitely have gone to 
Peter Ploen. He won all the A Grade 
events as well as the Invitation Experts 
event and returned home to Tauranga 
deservedly richer. Minor placings in the A 
Grade events were shared between Moss 
Smith, Morley Shirriffs and Roddy 
Shirriffs. In the B Grade Kevin Boyle won 
two races and John Gibbons recorded a 
win. 


The meeting was all but dominated by 
motocross machines as there were no trail 
bike classes and a large number of C Grade 


ye Ses 


Des O'Connor of Wellington throws his Suzuki into a perfectly controlled slide 


around one of the circuits tight corners, 
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riders on well prepared machines showed 
how far motocross had come from it’s 
hazy beginning. 

In the C Grade honours were split 
between Jamie Mead with two wins and 
Wayne Prujean with one win and a third 
placing. Minor placings were shared by 
Terry Hewett, Richard Wyatt, R. String- 
fellow, C. Proctor, B. Wetzel, G. Muir and 
C. Burt. 


It was interesting to note that although 
two strokes took all the first placings a 
number of four strokes also were in the 
money. Perhaps it’s a four stroke revival? 
| hope so if only to save my poor ears. 








New Zealand Champion Peter Ploen hits 








style that gave him the Championship last 
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year. 


MOTOCROSS SAGA 





text and photos from Alan Jenkins. 


With the high interest shown in moto- 
cross these days, from crowds and 
participants, the future of the sport is 
certainly bright. Perhaps as our riders 
improve even more we may soon be 
watching it on television in preference to 
other sports. | for one hope so. 


Results: 
Race 1, C Grade; 
J. Mead 1, R. Wyatt 2, T. Hewett 3, 


R. Stringfellow 4, C. Proctor 5. 

Race 2, B Grade; 

J. Gibbons 1, G. Whittaker 2, F. Atkins 3, 
M. Marshall 4, N. Niscock 5. 
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Race 3, A Grade; 

P. Ploen 1, M. Shirriffs 2, R. Shirriffs 3, 
M. Smith 4, P. Boyle 5. 

Race 4, C Grade; 

W. Prujean 1, B. Wetzel 2, T. Hewett 3, 
G. Spencer 4, G. Muir 5. 

Race 5, B Grade; 

K. Boyle 1, G. Whittaker 2, P. Daniell 3, 
A. Hughson 4, J. O’Regan 5S. 

Race 6, A Grade; 

P. Ploen 1, M. Smith 2, P. Boyle 3 
R. Dixon 4, C. Siddall 5. 

Race 7, C Grade; 

J. Mead 1, T. Hewett 2, W. Prujean 3, 
B. Wetzel 4, C. Burt 5. 

Race 8, B Grade; 


K. Boyle 1, J. Gibbons 2, G. Whittaker 3, 
P. Daniell 4, A. Hughson 5. 

Race 9, A Grade; 

P. Ploen 1, M. Smith 2, P. Boyle 3, 
R. Dixon 4, C. Siddall 5. 

Race 10, Invitation Experts Race; 

P. Ploen 1, R. Shirriffs 2, R. Dixon 3, 
C. Siddall 4, M. Shirriffs 5, M. Boyle 6. 
Race 11, Consolation Race for up to 
125cc machines; 

G. Whittaker 1, J. Gibbons 2, F. Atkins 3, 
J. O’Regan 4, R. Walsh 5. 

Race 12, Consolation Race for machines 
over 125cc; ‘ 
P. Daniell 1, N. Hiscock 2, G. Trudgen 3, 
M. Marshall 4, J. Mead 5. 


= 





a. | N ra 
ird on the wing. Moss Smith tries to emulate our feathered triend on nis new 
Yamaha monocross machine. 
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Although it is common knowledge that 
Norton, Villiers, Triumph have been 
working in conjunction with motor racing 


engine wizards Cosworth Engineering, 
very few people actually know what’s 
happening. 

NVT have leaked some incredible 
power figures. 116hp and 65 ft/lbs of 
torque from a 750cc racer. Perhaps some 
of the two stroke multis get fairly close or 
even better than this but this 750cc parallel 
twin racer is only 16 inches wide. Common 
750cc three cylinder racers are 28 inches 
wide. 

According to one well known English 
motoring journalist the motor is basically 
two cylinders lopped off the very success- 
ful Cosworth Formula One V8 car engine. 
It is expected that it will have several 
features not normally found in a car or 
motorcycle engine. 

One of these features is a horizontally 
split crankcase. It’s split on an angle so 
that the four main bearings and the 360 
degree crankcase can be removed without 
disturbing the six speed unit construction 
gearbox. Another unusual move is the 
inclusion of Yamaha pioneered ‘‘omni 
phase balancers’”’ which are designed to 
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smooth the motor out sufficiently to 
forget about rubber engine mounts. 

If the layout of the V8 that “fathered” 
this engine is any thing to go by motorcycle 
mechanics are due for a shock when a 
roadster version is produced. How's this 
for starters? Water-cooling double over- 
head cams driven by a rubber belt, four 
valve heads with a very narrow valve 
angle of only 32 degrees. Lucas fuel 
injection is likely to be used. Once these 
special motorcycle injectors are set they 
stay set for good so no more carburettion 
fiddling. 

With a bore of 86.5mm and a stroke of 
64.8mm this over square motor should rev 
pretty high. The V8 unit has given every 
indication of being reliable and this latest 
unit looks to be the most promising thing 
to come from the U.K. for years. A 
smooth, torque packed unit, reliable and 
unconcerned about tuning with no oil 
leaks, fitted into a good handling bike as 
only the “poms” can build might put 
England right back in the fight for sales. 





| was talking to a well known motor- 
cyclist recently and was told that his 
motorcycle was called “football” as a 
tribute to its reliability! When | asked 
him why he said, ‘Easy . . . give ita kick 
and it goes!”’ 





Gary Nixon, the accident prone little 
American ex-champion has done it again. 
Testing a new 500cc racer for Suzuki on 
their private circuit in Japan he has a high 
speed crash bringing down another rider 
in the ensuing melee. The result was a 
broken ankle, a°few cracked ribs and a 
severely strained back. This guy breaks 
more bones than the toughest “Kung Fu” 
expert. 





Remember a couple of months ago | 
mentioned Harley-Davidson has some 
surprises coming for the Yamaha gang? 
Well Ginger Molloy must have heard about 
them too as he has one of these wondrous 
little “beasties” arriving about the time 
this issue goes to print. 

His new “hog” is a 350cc water-cooled 
twin ridden by the Italian development 
riders from the Aermacchi/Harley- 
Davidson factory for the past two years. 
As this was being written the 250cc 
version was leading the World Champion- 
ship tables for its class. 

Trevor Discombe, Molloy’s arch rival, 
told me that the Harley is almost a copy 
of the 350cc Yamaha TZ in the porting 
department while the lower end is very 
much stronger than its competitor. So it 
seems that the power is certainly there. 
While the machine’s reliability has yet to 


be proven on local track its record 
overseas leaves no doubt about its 
potential. 


aan EEEEEEEEEEEEEeeemmemeeeenee 





Another newcomer rumoured to be 
hitting the N.Z. scene is a water-cooled 
Kawasaki 350cc triple. Very little is 
known about this little screamer but you 
can bet Kawasaki wouldn't be releasing it 
unless it had legs on the opposition. 
nt 

An old face returning to the scene this 
seasonwill be Clive Ducy known to many 
as the most ardent fan of racing Triumph 
motorcycles. 

For quite a number of years Clive gave 
the fast fellows a hurry up with an 
incredibly fast, super hot T100A and then 
after selling the 500 to Dale Carrington 
gave everyone real thrills with a most 
beautifully sounding Trident. 

However after a horrifying road smash 
while driving his ute home from an 
Auckland meeting a year or two ago not 
much has been heard of Clive until the 
other day when he walked into Johnston 
Motors in Cambridge and ordered a new 
TZ350 from Trevor Discombe. 

Clive, in his heyday, was (and still is) 
one of the hardest riders ever seen on 
tarseal and will give some of the established 
men one “‘hell” of a fright! 


For those interested in racing but 
scared off by stories of 3,000 and 4,000 
bucks for a bike why not try the 125cc 
class? 

The 120mph Maico is rumoured to be 
available soon and six Yamaha TA125’s 
have just landed while the Suzuki GT125 
may soon havea race kit available. A years 
racing shouldn’t cost more than lashing 
at a little white ball at one of the swankier 
golf clubs. Remember birds just love 
to hand around a real racing rider. Just 
don’t tell her that her Dad’s lawnmower 
has a bigger engine than your wee toy. 


In an earlier one of my columns (July. 
1974) | was told that Mr K. G. Allport 
would not be organising the Shell 500 
Road Trial this year. 

| have now been informed that this was 
incorrect and Mr Allport has told the 
magazine that he had never made such a 
statement. 





NZ HOT ROD MAGAZINE IS NZS 
BIGGEST SELLING AUTO PUBLICATION. 
AN ABSOLUTE MUST FOR THE CAR 
CONSCIOUS. HAVE YOUR MONTHLY 


ISSUE POSTED DIRECT SIMPLY BY 
POSTING YOUR NAME & ADDRESS 
TOGETHER WITH $6-00’FOR A YEAR'S 
SUPPLY TO BOX 8959, AUCKLAND, NZ. 


N.Z. MOTORCYCLE 





es 

One man to cause more than a little 
unrest in production bike racing last 
season was 18 year old Graeme Crosby. 
Although he didn’t take any of the major 
titles he pushed his Kawasaki along at 
speeds that had even the experienced 
riders looking out for him. 

Graeme had his first race in the one 
hour production race at Pukekohe last 
September riding a Kawasaki A7 350cc 
twin. In the preliminary race he finished 
fourth and qualified for the main race. In 
the main event the bike got a puncture in 
the rear tyre at 85mph and Graeme had 
to withdraw. 

Since he first started racing he had been 
fully sponsored by Shaft Motorcycles of 
Otahuhu, Auckland. To date he’s ridden 
the A7, S2 Kawasaki and is currently 
riding an H2 750cc Kawasaki. Graeme 
used to work with Eric Bone another 
Kawasaki production rider, and attributes 
his interest in the sport to him. ‘‘Working 
alongside him and talking about racing 
gave me the bug,”’ he said. 

Before trying his hand on the tarmac 
Graeme gave motocross a try but only for 
a laugh. ‘I didn’t take it seriously it was 
just a joke to me. Besides it was so 
strenuous it damn near killed me,” he said. 

When asked if he was ever worried about 
the danger involved he replied that he had 
never really thought about it. ‘Sure I'm 
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extremely nervous before every race and 
in my first race | was petrified. | don’t 
think anyone would ever get over it,”’ said 
Graeme. To date he has only crashed 
twice and both times he admits it was his 
own fault. “I’m not worried about barriers 
or anything like that,it’s just the riders in 
front of you who cause the problems,” he 
said. 

Out of all the tracks he has ridden on 
in the North Island he prefer’s Auckland’s 
Pukekohe and has done well at the 
meetings he has attended. He least like’s 
the Porirua Road Circuit but attributes 
this to the fact that he saw a rider killed 
there and has only ridden there once 
since he first started. “If | go back there 
this coming season I'll probably like it 
much more now that I’ve had a little 
riding experience behind me,” said Graeme. 

A mechanic by trade Graeme works on 
all his own machinery but says there are 
mechanics and mechanics and wouldn’t 
rate himself as tops. ‘| do most of my 
own work but haven't yet tried any fine 
tuning I’ll leave that to the experts,” he 
said. 

This season promises to be even better 
for him and all going well he may find 
himself riding a racing machine. He'll be 
doing most of his work on the H2 in 
production racing. He will be travelling to 
all the major tracks throughout the 








country this year. 

Graeme is only just beginning and feels 
he's got a long way to go yet but in the 
back of his mind there’s the hankering to 
turn professional. ‘Everyone who races 
would like to but you have to be 
extremely good and | don’t know if I'd 
make the grade. I’m content at the moment 
in New Zealand,” he said. 


ed 
Front wheel up in the air, Graeme throws his H2 


around before a race at his most successful meeting 
last season at Manfield. 
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ie Anderson 


champion motocross competitor at Waimauku, Auckland during the Connelly cup 72-73. 

















When you buy a new bike the first 
1,000 miles are taken care of by the 
dealer who services the bike for you under 
guarantee after then it’s your responsibility 
and particular attention should be paid to 
general servicing routine. Many a rider has 
cut his own throat by not servicing his 
bike and ending up with serious repair 
costs. | have jotted down a few guidelines 
that | think will help you riders. 

Oil must be changed at every 1,000 
miles to ensure long engine life. Some 
people tend to forget this and say, ‘‘she’ll 
be right mate!” But it won’t. If you don’t 
change your oil, sludge builds up and can 
eventually lead to blocking oilways. It is 
also important to change the filter after 
every 3,000 miles. In the initial running in 
period this should be done every time the 
oil is changed. Gearbox oil can be changed 
at 5,000 mile intervals after running in. 
Greasing all nipples is also important and 
should be done every 1,000.miles. Cables 
and linkages should also be oiled at the 
same time. If you have trouble oiling your 
cables place a piece of rubber tubing over 
the oil can tube and then over the cable 
and wire them in position. This will force 
the oil to the other end of the cable. 

Most Japanese bikes are not fitted with 
chain oilers so this has to be done fre- 
quently by hand to ensure long life. In wet 
weather especially the water off the road 
picks up grit and dirt and wears out 
chains super-quick. A well greased or oiled 
chain will keep the water out thus reducing 
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wear. There are various chain lube applica- 
tions on the market which will do the job 
or you can use an oil can and really soak 
the chain as you rotate it. To prevent 
unnecessary mess place some newspaper 
under the chain while you do this to 
collect excess oil. AN ge k 

When your chain needs adjusting do it 
when the bike is off the stand as the chain 
tightens when weight is added to the 
machine. Sit on the seat and feel the up 
and down play in the chain and at the 
same time move the bike forward to 
remove all tight spots. With the suspension 
pressed hard down there should be no 
more than half an inch up and down 
movement. The next step is to check the 
wheel alignment by lining up on the 
marks on the chain adjustors or by sighting 
along the wheel from the front wheel. Also 
check for loose spokes and if any are 
found they should be tightened by an 
expert. 

It is important to adjust your brakes 
properly as well as checking the linkages 
and for frayed cables. If brake adjustment 
has run out, brake shoes should be 
replaced immediately. 

Steering head bushes are also important 
and they can be checked by applying the 
front brake and rocking the bike back 
and forward. If there is any play in the 
steering head bearings it should be adjusted 
out but make sure the steering turns 
freely. 


Tyre pressures should be set regularly 
to manufacturer’s specifications and the 
battery should be kept topped up and the 
terminals clean. All lights and electrical 
instruments should be checked frequently 
for operation. If there is any problem with 
the electrical system consult an expert. 
Points are an extremely important part of 
any bike and should receive good care and 
attention. Their face should be cleaned on 
an oil stone and re-set according to 
manufacturer’s specs’. If the points are 
badly pitted or the pivot is worn replace 
them. Spotlessly clean points are essential 
and a major part of the ignition system. 

After doing the points the ignition 
timing should be re-set. This should be 
done according to the manufacturer’s 
timing marks. The points should be 
beginning to open as the timing marks 
line up. If the ignition system runs off the 
battery turn the ignition on, connect the 
plug to the HT lead and earth it on the 
motor. Rotate the motor until spark 
occurs at the plug and at this point the 
timing marks should line up. Adjust the 
points backing plates to obtain the correct 
timing. If the ignition system uses a 
magneto rotate the motor with a piece of 
cigarette paper between the points. Pull 
the paper until resistance gives. At this 
point the marks should line up. In all 
cases check with the maker’s specifications 
if timing marks are advance or retard 
timings. 


If you own a four stroke you should 
adjust the tappets to the correct settings 
at the same time. The motor should be 
run after setting them and then they 
should be checked again. Spark plugs must 
also be cleaned and set or replaced. 

If it happens to be a two stroke it isa 
good idea to de-coke the head every 1,000 
miles and this will help to eliminate plug 
fouling and bridging. Also check the oil 
pump adjustment and make sure that oil 
tank and petrol tank breathers are clear. 

The petrol tap filter bowl must be 
cleaned regularly and if any water is 
present the whole system should be 
cleaned out. The air filter should also be 
cleaned or replaced. 

Twin carb’s tuning can be a tricky job. 
It is possible to do it by listening to the 
exhaust notes and by adjusting the carbs 
until they sound the same. More than two 
carbs need vacuum guages to set them 
accurately. 

What | have written basically covers 
the main points of general maintenance 
but if in doubt about abything consult an 
expert and be sure rather than sorry. 


Reader’s Queries: 

Dear Laurie, — Could you please tell me a 
simple and accurate way of setting the 
timing on my Yamaha DS7? | do not have 
a proper guage. Also what is the maximum 
size the bore can be honed out to? 

D. Curtis, Auckland. 

Remove the cylinder head. Make sure the 
points are clean and set them to .012” 
gap. Turn on the ignition and fit a spark 
plug to the corresponding HT lead and 
earth it on the motor. Turn the motor 
over with a spanner on the points cam 
bolt until the spark crosses the plug gap. 
At this point the piston should be 1.8mm 
to 2mm from top dead centre. Also if 
the timing marks are positioned correctly 
they will line up on the generator armature. 

The maximum size the cylinder can be 

rebored to is plus Imm or .040”. 
Dear Laurie, — What affect would a port 
job have on my Yamaha RD350. How 
would italter fuel consumption, reliability 
running temperature etc? Are there any 
other ways of hotting up a two stroke? 
C. Cardile, Remuera, Auckland. 

A port and polish job if done correctly 
would affect fuel consumption as the carbs 
would probably have to be jetted to a 
bigger size. It shouldn’t affect reliability 
or the running temperature. There are 
many ways of hotting two stroke motors 
but to make every modification work you 
need to fit effective expansion chambers, 
If you stripped your engine completely, 
matched Ports etc, fitted new seals, made 
sure pistons and rings and bore were in 
perfect condition you would probably 
be amazed at the difference. There are 
some first class books available on two 
stroke tuning and one of these would 
help you make your mind up on how far 
to go with the job, 
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Five years ago Yamaha produced a 180 
cc and a 200cc two stroke twin and in the 
early 1960’s Suzuki had a production 
200cc twin. Now Honda have joined the 
run of odd sized bikes with the CB200. 

The Honda CB200 has been nick-named 
the ‘‘super commuter’’. It’s designed as a 
small and economical yet reasonably 
powerful machine for the city streets. The 
third smallest bike in the CB range it is 
only bigger than the established CB100 
and CB125 yet its popularity is growing 
amongst the younger sports minded rider 
and the week-day commuter. 

Like all the bigger CBs it’s a four 
stroke single overhead cam twin. Piston 
displacement is a mere 198cc yet it 
manages to produce 17bhp at 9,000rpm. 
If you think 9,000rpm is high for a four 
stroke we hasten to add that the tacho- 
meter needle had no hesitation in reaching 
into the red area which started at just 
over the 9,300 mark. 

On a couple of high speed runs along a 
quiet rural road we had the Honda in it’s 
power range and beneath that seemingly 
sedate appearance it turns into a real little 
“flyer”, Unfortunately the speedometer 
was calibrated in kilometres per hour and 
we managed to get her up to 110km/h 
over a half mile stretch. It’s a pity thata 
miles per hour conversion sticker isn’t 
fitted to the speedo as it would make 
regarding the speed limit for mathematical 
eggs much easier. At least until all signs 
are metric. 

Changing between the five speeds in 
the constant mesh transmission is a real 
pleasure. Out of all the bike’s we’ve tested 
so far this little Honda was impressive in 
the fact that it didn’t find a false neutral 
at any speed. This is extremely commend- 
able especially with a high revving engine 
as anything can happen when the motor 
goes wild. 

The clutch operation is smooth and 
effective although the test model tended 
to grab a little. You needed to rey it quite 
high (4-5,000 rpm) when starting off but 
it had no other little quirks. In fact fast 
changes up around the 9,000 rpm mark 
had the front lifting. Not quite off the 
ground but enough to let you know it has 
got the power there. Mechanically it’s the 
multi-plate wet clutch found in all the CB 
Hondas. 

Starting procedure is very simple. If 
you're feeling lazy press the button. If 
you're feeling energetic kick it over. Both 
ways she starts up first time. When starting 
from cold the Honda takes a little time to 
warm up and extensive use of the choke 
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must be made to prevent it stalling on 
you. The 12 volt electric starter motor is 
very compact and unlike it’s bigger 
brothers is mounted outside the crankcases 
at the front of the motor. This would 
make for easier maintenance in case it was 
necessary. While we're on the subject of 
ignition the points are housed in the 
motors cylinder heads. A small chromed 
cover on the left hand side cylinder 
unscrews and the points are visible. Law 
tension power is directed to the points 
through a narrow nylon covered wire over 
the heads to the initial ignition system. 

Most of the motor guts are situated in 
the heads. The cam and rocker gear makes 
it very bulky topside. However this is a 
proven design and has worked well on 
many previous models. 

The Honda’s frame is of the single 
cradle type but under the cranks are two 
smaller supporting tubes connecting up 
with the hinge of the swinging arm. It's 
light (the whole bike weights nett 291!bs) 
and easier to handle. Hard cornering and 
low speeds doesn’t seem to bother it. All 
in all it appears to be a very versatile 
machine. 

Swinging arm suspension with adjust- 
able rear hydraulic shocks looks after the 
rear and at the front end are the standard 
Honda forks. The sliding action of the 
forks is hidden behind two rubber gaiters 
which prevent any water and grit getting 
down between the bushes. The forks are 
firm without being two firm and take 
rough roads well. Unfortunately they do 
shudder when the front brake (twin 
leading shoe) is applied. At the rear the 
shocks seemed adequate but a little on 
the soft side and could've done with 
adjusting up a peg. 

As mentioned the front brake is twin 
leading shoe and stops the bike well. Its 
operation is a little hard and takes some 
getting used to but with regular riding this 
facet would be overcome. The rear set up 
is drum with a leading/trailing shoe 
design. It’s more than adequate and could 
pull you up on a dime. Unfortunately we 
tested the bike with wet road conditions 
so it’s stopping power would've been 
reduced however from what we gathered 
it was well catered for in this department. 

From an aesthetic point of view the 
CB200 is a good, clean cut of a bike. 
Together with it’s brother the Honda 
360G it has a few finish refinements not 
seen on other CB models. Immediately 
obvious is the re-styling of the tank. It 
holds two gallons and is more refined than 
the original square looking CB tanks. Still 
square it slopes towards the steering head 
and towards the seat. A strip of padded 
vinyl stretches from the filler cap to the 
base of the tank. This enables the rider 
to carry objects on the tank without 
damaging his paintwork. Big black panels 
cover either side of the tank with the 
maker's name suitably inscribed in bold 


white lettering. Side panels are all the 
same colour as the tank which on our 
bike happened to be a lime green. Except 
for the black frame and headlight that’s 
all the paintwork on the bike. Guards are 
chrome, as are the pedals and the motor is 
finished in a combination of dull alloy 
and shiney chrome covers. 

The seating position on the CB200 is 
extremely comfortable. It has you sitting 
up high, but comfortable, with your feet 
positioned well forward. This has you 
within finger-tip reach of all the controls. 
Control layout is simple and all standard 
Honda. 

Lighting on the bike is well catered for. 
A large headlight throws a strong beam 
and would keep you within i*’s beam at 
all speeds. The rear brake light is good and 
large. Just the thing for warning motorists 
trying to dent your rear guard. Indicators 
are standard, as you would expect, and 
they too are nice and bright however their 
positioning and mounting could lend 
itself to easy breakages if the bike falls 
over. 

All considered in our opinion this bike 
is a thoughtfully designed commuter 
machine that would be just at home on 
the odd long trip. We are assured that 
sales of this model was high and with such 
good all round characteristics it’s no 
wonder. 

The bike tested was loaned to N.Z. 
Motorcycle magazine by the Manurewa 
Branch of Bill Russel Ltd, Great South Rd, 
Manurewa, Auckland. 














Most motorcycle publications seem to 
dwell on stories about competitors and 
little real attention is paid to the adminis- 
trators except when something goes 
wrong. We decided to be different and as 
you may have already guessed the subject 
of this article is an administrator .. . . 
Mr Ken Allport. For more than 30 years 
he has been a member of the Auckland 
Motorcycle Club and has held every 
position of responsibility except Club 
Captain. 

He first joined the club in 1937 after a 
direct order from his parents. ‘They told 
me that if | owned a bike | had to joina 
club and that if | ever crashed the bike it 
would be taken apart piece by piece using 
an axe,”’ said Ken. The bike that was 
responsible for this joining was a 98cc 
two stroke Excelsior worth the grand sum 
of £5. 

Apart from beach racing, various mud 
trials and scramble meetings Ken never 
tried circuit racing. He can remember 
scrambling at Hemmings Speedway in 
earlier years. ‘“‘We used road machinery 
because there were no specialist machines 
available at that time. Instead of using 
knobbly tyres we used to screw bolts 
through them similar as the tyres used for 
ice speedway. They gave you plenty of 
drive but were eventually outlawed as too 
dangerous,” he said. 

Ken never owned a brand new bike 
because compared to the wages scale they 
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take a book in itself to tell them all,” 
he said. 

Since he attended the first meeting of 
the club which was held above Sir Dove 
Myer Robinson’s motorcycle shop in 
Greys Avenue, Ken has seen many major 
changes to the sport and has seen many 
great riders come and go. In his opinion 
the greatest change for the better is the 
vaste improvement of facilities for the 
competitors. “When | attended the 
Waiheke Island TT it consisted of a circuit 
five miles long and the surface was all 
loose gravel. The ambulance service 
consisted of one man on horseback for 
the whole track. Today we have an 
ambulance and trained men within seconds 
of any part of the circuits,” said Ken. 

Track safety is one of Ken’s pet 
subjects and he feels that an increasing 
amount of time should be spent on this 
subject in the future. “Little attention was 
paid in earlier years because of the 
comparatively low speeds but as speed 
increases so does the possibility of an 
accident,” said Ken. 

Looking at New Zealand’s list of past 
riders he considers Peter Murphy to be his 
personal all time favourite. “It was in the 
days when everyone rode the same 
machinery and Peter would always come 
out tops. He has real skill and determina- 
tion,” he said. At the moment he thinks 
the most promising rider is John Woodley 
of Blenheim and said that he has the skill 


A life member of the Auckland Motorcycle Club with well over 30 
years service Mr Ken Allport knows all the ropes, 


were just as expensive as they seem to be 
today, ‘A brand new MAC Velocette was 
worth £107 (approximately $300) and 
when the average wage was £3 per week 
it was very expensive,’’ he said. He 
considers a 1949 350cc Matchless as the 
best bike he ever owned. “It cost me 
£150 near new and | used it in scramble 
and mud trials as well as the road. How- 
ever compared to modern machinery it 
was just a dray,” said Ken. 

He continued his racing during the 
first few years with the club and rode 
trials up until 1954 when he turned his 
hand completely to administration, ‘‘l 
rode a Japanese bike recently in a trail 
ride at Woodhill and it was great fun but 
I'm not quite as agile as | used to be,” 
he said. 

In 1947 Ken became the club secretary 
and held that position until 1951. After 
periods in other offices he became 
president in 1965 until 1968 and again 
from 1969 until 1972. “I’ve seen all the 
fiddles or shall we say attempted fiddles 
and have some fine memories of the years 
in office,” he said. 

1953 saw Ken travel to the Isle of Man 
TT races with the New Zealand team 
which consisted of Peter Murphy, R,. 
Laurent and Leo Simpson (deceased) as a 
supporter, After the TT's he and the team 
spent 10 weeks travelling all around the 
continent torace at the major tracks. “We 
had some really good times but it would 
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In earlier years it wasn’t all administration and 
here Ken shows the boys how it’s done at a 
mud trial. He's riding his favourite machine . . . 
a 1949 rigid frame Matchless 350cc single. 
and attitude to be a very successful rider. 
“We could never compare the riders of 
old with those of today because circuits 
and machinery have changed so much 
that it would only be a guess,”’ said Ken. 
For a small country New Zealand has 
turned out a good few world class 
competitors in it’s time and Ken attributes 
this to the variety of circuits available 
within the country. “Between 1945 and 
1960 there were so many varying circuits 
that our riders soon learnt many skills 
making them well equipped for inter- 
national riding,”’ he said. 

Ken believes that competitor wise the 
sport is very healthy but motorcycling’s 
image still needs a lot of improvement. 
“Unfortunately all motorcyclists have 
been tarred ‘with the same feathers as 
bikers and until such time as this image 
is lost the sport will suffer. We could 
expect greater curiosity from thes public 
when this does happen,” said Ken. Despite 
this opinion Ken has nothing against 
bikers as he’s sure many of them are 
genuine decent blokes but thinks they 
‘undersell’ themselves. ‘The only way to 
eradicate the biker problem is to ignore 
them. They'll soon disappear if we do just 
that,” he said. 

As an administrator Ken is probably 
best known for his work in establishing 
the Shell 500 Road Rally as a regular 
annual event. A similar rally used to be 
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run in earlier years for the John Bull 
Trophy but it wasn’t held regularly. Ken 
decided to make it an annual sponsored 
event. The first of it’s kind was held in 
1971 and was a great success. Last year 
over 200 entrants took part. “That event 
posed me a few problems. It took about 
three to four months preliminary work to 
plan the proposed route as well as 
organise fueling stops and meal stops,” 
said Ken. His administration work has 
also made him a member of the New 
Zealand International Grand Prix 
Association. At one time he was an 
NZACU Steward and his club honoured 
him in 1955 by making him a life member. 

Despite his retirement from club 
administration work Ken would like to 
see a few changes on national level to 
motorcycle racing. He believes that the 
NZACU could learn a lot from overseas 
as well as from New Zealand’s MANX 
(the car equivalent of the NZACU). He 
would especially like to see a change in the 
licensing system for road racing 
competitors. ‘There is a great need for 
an extensive medical examination of all 
competitors including checks for such 
ailments as sugar diabetes that can cause 
temporary blackouts,” he said. He is not 
in favour of restricting engine sizes of 
racing machinery but feels that at the 
moment there is no track in New Zealand 
good enough to take the speeds capable 
of such machines as the Yamaha TZ750. 
“Riding a TZ on some of our tracks is 
like trying to land a Jumbo on Ardmore,” 
said Ken. 

Looking back Ken believes that there 
is a need for both administrators and 
riders in the sport. ‘‘No rider can operate 
on a committee to his full capacity while 
he is still competing. Neither can survive 
without each other yet both must be 
divorced,” he said. 

Ken hasn’t missed a New Zealand TT 
since he saw his first one in 1938. To date 
he’s been to every New Zealand Grand 
Prix that’s been run and as far as he can 
see ahead he won’t be missing any future 
ones. Once in 1951 if it hadn’t been for 
Ken the New Zealand TT would never 
have been run. The event was scheduled to 
take place at Seagrove Airfield and fuel 
for the event (70 gallons) was being 
transported to Auckland by rail. Unfor- 
tunately it was strike bound at the 
Auckland Station. Ken went before the 
strike committee and got special dis- 
pensation to unload the fuel. After 
searching the whole station with one 
railway official he found it and drove the 
70 gallons to the circuit on his trailer. If 
it hadn’t been for that action half the 
competitors wouldn’t have started. 

That’s just one example of what this 
man has done for motorcycling in New 
Zealand and especially the Auckland area. 
Too often are the officials left working in 


the background when without them, the « 


riders would be at a loss. 
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BMW, BULTACO, BSA, fetes aN oh 
JAWA, KAWASAKI, PUC , 
SUSUKI, TRIUMPH, VELOCETTE, YAMAHA, 


& other makes in books from: 
BAGNALL, CLYMER, CYCLESERV, HAYNES 
PITMAN, SCIENTIFIC, NICHOLSON. 
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MINI-BIKE PLANS 
NOW AVAILABLE 


Step by step instructions 
and drawings show you 
how. Handy tips and 
buying guides. 
Send $3.95 (cheque or P.O.) to 
TALON DISTRIBUTORS 








BIKE POSTERS 


PUSHKEY'S 
V8 DRAG-BIKE 
(illustrated) $2.00 
P.O. BOX 11-221, ELLERSLIE, 

AUCKLAND. 


“CHOPPER” 


full colour 32 x 21 
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South Islander’s are a very inventive 
people, that is if Rich Neale the editor of 
Hot Rod (Christchurch) is anything to go 
by, and motorcyclists are no exception. A 
few people in Christchurch who were 
tired of the bad image continually foisted 
on them because they rode bikes decided 
to do something about it and have formed 
the New Zealand Motorcycle Association. 

You may say that’s utter rubbish be- 
cause there is also a New Zealand Motor- 
cycle Association based in Wellington but 
little is known about it. When the present 
group applied to be an incorporate body 
they used the name N.Z.M.A. and there 
was no record of another similar group 
until after they formed. 

It was started 18 months ago and was 
the brainchild of past-president of the 
Association, Mr Dennis Knox. After hear- 
ing stories about motorcyclists being 
refused entry into some camping grounds 
they decided it was time to do something 
and so the Association was formed. To 
date the Christchurch branch has 150 
members and is still growing and another 
branch has been opened in Dunedin. If it 
continues in this way it may eventually 
spread to the North Island. 

The present President of the Association 
is Mr J. Neels and he recently paid a visit 
to Auckland and stopped in to see us. 





“We envisage that eventually it will 
become similar to the AA which although 
advertises services for motorcyclists is not 
quite extensive enough for the average 
rider’s needs,”’ he said. 

To take an example of the Association’s 
work they contacted all camping ground 
proprietors in N.Z. with view to printing 
a book as to what grounds where would 
allow motorcyclists to camp there. This 
has since been published and the majority 
of grounds will now allow NZMA members 
to camp there. 

The Association is purely a social club 
and is not sports minded. They have 
offered assistance to sporting clubs in 
organising events but have had rather an 
apathetic reply from most of them. “We 
thought they'd be more than happy for 
help but that doesn’t seem to be the 
case,”’ he said. 

It is very selective in it’s choice of 
members and an applicant must have a 
nominator anda seconder before he or she 
is accepted. You do not have to own a 
bike to be a member. “All we are 
concerned with is getting a fair go for all 
motorcyclists throughout New Zealand,” 
said Mr Neels. 

Already in it’s short history the 
Association is becoming recognised by the 
South Island press andhas been approached 


to comment on many major topics 
particularly motorcycle legislation. When 
the helmet law was being discussed they 
came out in support of the idea although 
they admitted a helmet could be an 
inconvenience in some instances. They are 
also working on another project at the 
moment for increased motorcycle parking 
in the cities, ‘It doesn’t seem so bad in 
Auckland but then again the number of 
motorcycles in Christchurch is a lot 
higher,”’ he said. 

When a person joins the Association it 
costs him an initial fee of $3.50 and for 
that he receives a rule book, free NZMA 
plate for his bike, a membership card and 
so forth. Each renewal after initial entry 
costs $2.00. ‘Our main problem is finance 
and we’ve just managed to get out of the 
red so things are looking healthier at the 
moment,” he said. 

We can only hope that the Association 
does continue and we have it from a 
reliable source that a North Island branch 
isn’t a bad proposition. ‘‘We hope that the 
Wellington NZMA will affiliate with us 
because it will undoubtedly be for the 
betterment of all motorcyclists if it does 
take place,” he said. 

Anyone interested in contacting the 
NZMA can do so at P.O. Box 1462, 
Dunedin. 





Don't forget Sunday, October 27. 
Come to sunny Central Otago 
for the weekend of your life. 


THE VINCENT MOTORCYCLE CLUB INC. 
in association with LINE SEVEN LTD. present the... 


—~ 50 MOUNTAIN 


$1000 in prize money. 
Winner receives $300 cash 

and King of the Mountain’ trophy! 
Send in for your entry 


50 fantastic miles of cross country 


ow! 


racing! Entry forms available from 


your Club secretary or the organiser, 
PO. Box 102, Alexandra. 


SOCIAL AND PRIZE GIVING FUNCTION TO FOLLOW ON SUNDAY EVENING 
MUSIC, REFRESHMENTS AND SUPPER. 
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To a Vincent restorer it is sacrilege but 
to most motorcyclists Brian Evan's creation 
is a little more than interesting. 

Brian, a speedway sidecar driver of 
some notiriety, has grafted a Vincent 
1,000cc V twin into a slimline Norton 
featherbed frame. The motor itself is 
powerful enough for any road bike but 
this one runs on methanol and each 
cylinder houses a compression ratio of 
14:1. As you can see it makes kick starting 
impossible. 

One and a half years ago Brian had a 
serious accident at the Mystery Creek 
Speedway in Hamilton which had him on 
crutches for the best part of 12 months. 
The Vincent-Norton was finished six 
months before the smash but still needs 
a little more work before completion. 

The Vincent engine has been worked by 
Slater in the U.K. and is full house and 
before the bike is ready for regular use on 
the road Brian's first job will be to de-tune 
it. It runs a 24 tooth engine sprocket and 
a 40 tooth rear sprocket which is virtually 
a 2:1 ratio making it impossible to push- 
start. ‘‘The only way to get enough speed 
up so she'll fire is to tow it behind a car. 
It’s not only inconvenient but darn 
dangerous,” said Brian. To date he has 
started the bike this way only twicesand 
claims it’s enough to put you off bikes 
forever. ‘When the bike does fire it takes 
off so quick that you can’t let the rope 
go quick enough,” he said. On one run he 
had a match drag with an RD350 Yamaha 
and never got out of second gear. That’s 
enough because it reached 100mph in no 
time flat. 
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Two basic differences to the engine are 
the clutch and the carburettors, The 
clutch is a dry running Norton clutch 
which was replaced by Slater in lieu of 
the standard Vincent clutch. Secondly are 
the carburettors. They are twin Gardners 
specially imported from the U.K. 

According to Brian building the bike 
presented no real problems. ‘To get the 
motor in | had to lay it on it’s side and 
then lay the frame over it. Fortunately it 
fitted with just a little room to spare,” he 
said. The frame is stock Norton the only 
change is that the oil tank has been 
housed under the seat. 


Standard Norton drum brakes are used 
but Brian tells us that they are damn near 
useless. ‘‘It’s such a heavy machine (450Ib) 
that when you turn the throttle of the 
momentum of the flywheels keeps you 
going and with hard application the brakes 
fade away to virtually nothing,” said 
Brian. 

After the Hot Rod Magazine Autosport 
Show at the beginning of September 
where the bike will be displayed a total 
rebuild will take place. ‘I intend pulling 
it right down and building it up from 
scratch again so road use won't be too 
lethal,” said Brian. 

Vincents altered by Slater are very 
successful drag machines and _ Brian 
admitted that this thought had crossed his 
mind, ‘‘My son would like to drag it but in 
it’s present condition it would be lethal. | 
have other Vincents at home worked by 
Slater so when | get a little time maybe 
we'll build one up together,” he said, 








The Gardner Carb especially imported from the 
U.K. Note the seperate bowl and the idle and 
mixture screws atop the slide. 





The Vincent is tucked away neatly under the tank 
with little room to spare. 








The clutch is Norton and replaces the standard 
Vincent set up. This modification was done by 
Slater in the U.K. 


HAVE YOUR ISSUE OF NZ MOTORCYCLE 
MAGAZINE POSTED DIRECT TO YOU 
EVERY MONTH SIMPLY BY POSTING 


YOUR NAME & ADDRESS TOGETHER 
WITH $6-00 FOR A YEARS SUPPLY TO 
BOX 8959, AUCKLAND, NZ. 





23 

















Rotary engined cars caused big stirs in 
the automobile world when they first 
appeared on the market. Low pollution 
levels, less maintenance, increased accelera- 
tion, fuel economy and durability to 
mention a few of the Wankel engines 
advantages. It only follows that the motor- 


cycle world would adapt to this new, 


motor and Suzuki is the first Japanese 
company to do so. 

Either late this year or early in 1975 
the first shipment of the 750cc Suzuki 
RE (Rotary Engined) machines will arrive 
in thiscountry. The Suzuki Motor Company 
has spent considerable time developing 
it’s prototype and at times has been 
ridiculed by many people who claimed 
that they were in fact doing nothing of the 
sort. Well the shoes on the other foot 
now. 

The RE’s engine is a water cooled, 
single rotor type with special dual throat 
carburation. The first stage throat is very 
small in size and contributes to the bikes 
low speed torque which has been quoted 
by some experts who have ridden the 
machine as unbelievable. Unfortunately 
we'll just have to wait and see. 

The bike also utilises to seperate 
lubrication systems. Conventional Suzuki 
CCI oil injection is used to lubricate the 
rotor, seals and housing walls (the RE’s 
equivalent of the conventional piston, 
piston rings and cylinder walls). Another 
pump circulates large amounts of oil 
around the internal parts of the rotor 
and output shaft. It is of the trochoid 
type which is technical jargon for rotating 
on it’s own axis similar to a child’s top. 
This oil aids the cooling of internal 
components and to dissapate extra heat 
generated. An oil cooler (disposable) is 
slung below the radiator at the front of 
the bike. 

A single finned exhaust port exits from 
the front lower portion of the motor and 
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splits into two exhaust pipes which 
terminate in two large mufflers. 

Due to the temperature of exhaust 
gases of the rotary engine, which are 
higher than those of a conventional engine, 
the complete exhaust pipe is of a double 
skin construction. A small, grilled, forward 
facing intake at the front part of each 
exhaust pipe ducts air through the inner 
and outer skins of the pipes to ensure the 
outer surface remains at a reasonable 
temperature. This could prove very 
expensive to replace if the owner 
demolishes his pipes in an accident. 

Primary drive is through a duplex 
chain (fitted with a constant pressure 
tensioner) to a five speed transmission 
fitted to the existing GT 750’s. 


In keeping with the rotary theme 
Suzuki have gone a little wild with the 
bike’s instrumentation. A cylinder like 
object above the headlight completely 
encloses a speedometer, tachometer, 
warning lights, temperature guage and 
gear indicator needle. When the ignition 
switch is operated the top part of this 
cylinder swings away to reveal the instru- 
ments. Although a little unusual it should 
prove a popular feature and will reduce 
the chance of losing your instruments to 
prying fingers in some dark city street. 

Only one spark plug is fitted to the 
engine. It is relatively small regarding the 
combustion area it must set alight. It 
first screws into an initial combustion 
area which is connected to the main 
combustion area of the motor by a small 
2mm hole. 

To date only a few people, bar the 
prototype team, have ridden the RE but 
one outsider has written about his 
experiences with it. What follows is a 
short account of how he found the RE 
to ride. 

“Once underway, the general impression 
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one obtains is that the performance of the 
rotary is similar to the present GT750’s. 
The handling and braking are exactly the 
same (The RE has the twin disc front and 
the drum setup of the GT750 at the rear). 
The effortless characteristics of the rotary 
are plainfully obvious and at no time was 
there any obvious vibration.” 

To date tests seem to indicate that the 
motor unit will last the life of the 
complete bike provided no auxillary units 
go wrong such as the lubrication system. 
This durability is attributed to CEN 
(Composite Electro-chemical Material) 
process used on the main engine housing 
surfaces. This process was originally 
developed in the U.S.A. and has been 
used extensively by Suzuki to such effects 
that the rights of manufacture have 
recently been sold to a larger Japanese car 
manufacturer who will use this process to 
produce linerless conventional cylinder 
blocks as well as their rotary engine. 

But why have Suzuki spent so much 
time on the production of this machine? 
When asked this question they replied 
with four seperate answers; 

1. Extremely effortless and vibration free 
performance. 

2. Engine durability promises to be 
extremely good. 

3. Reduced exhaust emission imperative 
for our environment conscious world. 

4. Novelty. The fact that the Suzuki RE 
is the first mass produced rotary 
engined bike will attract many new 
buyers for some time. 

The new RE will be priced slightly 
higher than the present GT 750 but that is 
only expected however Suzuki do not 
think this will affect sales. 

Rest assured that as soon as New 
Zealand Motorcycle can lay it's grubby 
little fingers on one we'll give you the 
most comprehensive road report to date. 
Such a bike is worthy of one. e 
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action sportswear 
Hang Ten 


Allan Jenkine, Wellington correspondent 
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sent us some phetes.... 


Here’s a postcript to the Winter Moto- 
cross Series held at Otaihanga near 
Wellington. Our photographer, Allan 
Jenkins, sent these shots up and they were 
so good we just had to publish them. We 
think you'll agree. 


Pic 1. This rider spends most of his time airborne. He’s Peter Boyle and 
no matter how much he likes flying he’s always amongst the first 
bunch to take the flag. 


Pic 2. Another Peter, but this time his second name’s Turnball. 
But he’s got the same habit. That rider coming up behind him 
looks more worried than Turnball . . . | wonder why! 


Pic 3. Boyle again all locked up above the earth. That's real motocross action. 
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drag racing! 


At the Easter Meeting of the Santa Pod 
Drag Strip in England all of the top eight 
qualifyers in the drag bike class ran nines. 
John Bonns, a top British competitor, 
was eliminated after a final run of 10 
seconds flat. 

The quickest time was recorded by 
Jeff Byne who rode his Triumph Trident 
powered bike to 9.45 seconds with a 
terminal speed of 145mph. Hot on his 
heels was B. Chapman who did 9.49 on 
his Vincent 500. This bike is extremely 
special. The motor is laid horizontal and 
is supercharged as well as turbo-charged. 
Third in line was Clive Licdiards who 
completed a run of 9.87 on his Vincent 
1000cc machine. One of the most 
interesting passes was put in by Tony 
Weedon who did 9.84 seconds on a 500cc 
Triumph. 

In the first semi-final Norman Hydr 
won out riding a Triumph Trident ur 
that used to be of works interest. This is 
the same bike he used in World Speed 
record. 

The second semi-final was won by 
Miller but he blew his engine at the end 
of the run and Chapman entered the final 
as the fastest semi-finalist with a time of 
10.19 seconds. 

In the final Chapman won out after 
Hyde stood his bike at the start after red 
lighting. However the prize-money was 
split three ways between Hyde, Chapman 
and Miller. 





We can expect to see a little action in 
the drag bike class at Meremere this year 
with the arrival in N.Z. of a regular 
competitor from Santa Pod in the U.K. 
Rodney Lake has moved to N.Z. and has 
bought with him his supercharged Triumph 
500ce drag bike. Although it has yet to 
arrive it is a similar set up to Ray 
Petersen’s although with smaller capacity. 
Running methanol at Santa Pod he’s been 
in the 11’s at 128 miles per hour and this 


season hopes to run nitro at Meremere. 
ee 


Received a letter from Wally Pushkey 
the other day and he tells us of bigger and 
better plans for his V8 drag bike, Krazy 
Horse. After returning to Australia at the 
beginning of this year he rebuilt the 
“beastie” and set off to Perth for some 
exhibition runs. 

Wally works for Brisk Sales Pty. Ltd., 
the Queensland Distributors for Kawasaki 
and they will be sponsoring a beastie on 
the drag scene. It will be a 900cc Kawasaki 
with a full Yoshimura kit in it. The bike 
will probably be converted to 1000cc 
with a supercharger later. Wally tells us 
that they intend to make it the quickest 
drag bike in Australia and hopes to bring 
it toN.Z. in January when he returns with 
Krazy Horse. 
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COVER FEATURE 


INDIAN CHOPPER 
BY IAN ARNOLD 


It’s what we call a real ‘yankee chop” 
right from the first nut and bolt to the 
last burble of its dual exhaust pipes. The 
property of lan Arnold from Manurewa 
the chop is basically a 1945 side-valve V 
twin 500cc Indian but we prefer to call it 
‘Arnold’s Pig’ (as opposed to Harley- 
Davidson’s hog). 

Four years ago lan and friend, Kirk 
Rowle, set to working on the chop and it 
took two years to complete. It’s now four 
years old and has covered barely 100 
miles in that time. 

It all started when he swapped a 1924 
Indian motor and gearbox to a vintage 
bike enthusiast for the 1945 V twin. 
Leaving the motor stock standard they 
set to work building around it. 

The frame is 1952 rigid Triumph. The 
fork head has been raked there quarters 
ofan inch and there is extensive moulding 
around the steering head and upper engine 
cradle tubes. The forks are again Triumph 
this time from a 1964 Bonneville and have 
been extended 10 inches by welding in 
extensions. Perhaps welding the forks isn’t 
the accepted thing to do but it seems to 
have worked fine on this chop. 

The front wheel is of a Triumph Cub 
200 cc single and wears an Avon Ribbed 
3.00x18 tyre. The rear wheel is alloy with 
a magnesium hub and comes from a 7R 
AJS. Quite a few beach racing enthusiasts 
would like to get their hands on that. It 
also wears Avon rubber but this time 
3.50x19, Brakes are all drum. 

The most time consuming part of the 
whole procedure was building the engine 
plates. Initially patterns were made out 
of hard-board (lan is a joiner by trade) 
plates were then cut out of % inch steel. 
After a considerable amount of filing time 
they were polished up and bolted into 
the frame. There you've got your basic 
chopper but it didn’t stop there. A few 
problems were experienced with the 


motor. The generator is six volt from a 
1946-50 Triumph. There was nowhere to 
mount it on the Indian motor so it was 
placed below the carburettor (Amal 
Concentric) running off the duplex primary 
chain. The clutch is also Triumph and 
runs dry. All this is enclosed in a chromed 
case the outside of which is covered with 
chrome netting. He still is experiencing 
some electrical problems but hopes to 
have them worked out very shortly. 

The gearbox is from a 1956 Triumph 
and to date has worked very well. It also 
has coil ignition and lan feels that this 
may be half the cause of all this electrical 
worries. 

Handlebars are home made and of a 
unique design. The distance between each 
tube of the bars is very narrow and_ is 
strengthened at the top by a chromed 
cross, Sitting on the bike they felt great 
unlike some bars we have seen on standard 
road machines. The seat was designed and 


made by himself and incorporates an. 


impressive sissy bar that is supported by 
strong chrome metal rods and topped off 
with another cross. The upholstery is 
black piped viny| and was done profession- 
ally. It is in fact a very comfortable bike 
to ride on. You don’t seem to notice the 
lack of suspension at the rear but then 
again our ride didn’t last very long. 
Triumph footpegs are provided for the 
rider in the normal position but for longer 
trips pegs have been built onto the frame 
downtube so you can stretch out on a 
long journey. Pillion rider’s pegs sit high 
up on the upper tube of each back leg but 
again the positioning is very comfortable. 
The seat is a tight squeeze two up but the 
sissy bar supports your back very well. You 
must of course remember lan built and 
designed the chop before he was married. 
lan also made his own guard stays, 
steering head nut and everything else 
imaginable. The extent of his work is 


visible in the steering head damper which 
has been drilled, modified and chromed, 
it’s these little things that help finish a 
bike off. 

The front lights consist of two 12 volt 
spots that were modified for six volt. The 
tail light is from a truck and measures 
approximately four inches by four inches. 
Another example of his finesse is the 
brake light set up. A small chain connects 
the brake light switch to the foot pedal 
and operates on the slightest movement. 

Parts for the chop came from far and 
wide and lan believes this was another 
big time consumer. Take these for example. 
The front guard is off a 1935 JAP, the 
oil tank is from a Triumph Cub and the 
battery holder isa cut down and modified 
Triumph Speedtwin oil tank. 

Although simple the paint work is real 
trick. It consists of purple metalflake that 
covers the frame, forks and cut down 
1952 Triumph Thunderbird tank. This was 
in turn pin striped by a professional and 
then coated with 20 coats of clear lacquer. 
It looks a real treat. 

lan also bent up his own exhaust pipes 
which are finished with two right hand 
dumpy megaphones. This accounts for 
the bikes real gruff sound . . . what we 
called real yankee. 

The chop was spread over nights and 
weekends for two years and although an 
estimated cost would be difficult lan said 
that it would be between the $1,500 and 
$2,000 mark. 

For you blokes who prefer to see the 
thing alive rather than as a photograph 
the chop will be displayed at the Hot Rod 
Magazine Autosport Show in September. 
At the moment he is preparing it and is 
also in the process of starting a club, the 
Righteous Riders Custom Club, for real 
chop riders. 

Arnold’s Pig may be a misleading name 
but we reckon it'll rival any hog. 


Simple instrumentation nicely housed in a chrome case. Twin lights used to 
be 12 volt but are now 6. 


Simple but effective detail work as on the steering damper is evident all over 


It mightn’t be the latest thing in design but the Indian is austere and ple 
to look at. Note moulding underneath the tank. 


A highly chromed Amal Concentric feeds the motor through an expanse 
of chromed fuel pipe. 


A standard Triumph Cub front wheel and brake system finished off the front. Se Another example of lan’s handiwork. This arty piece of 
the guard . . . it’s off a 1934 Jap! chroming tops the sissy bar, 








TRIUMPH 
75 INA 


It’s funny how you get to hear of things 
through the grape vine and it’s even 
funnier when what you hear is true. We 
had this experience recently when we 
followed a rumour to find that it was 
fact. 

We’d heard that there was a guy witha 
Triumph Hurricane X75 in Auckland and 
after a little searching we managed to find 
the owner, Gary Johnstone, and his bike 
at a panelbeating shop in Mt. Wellington. 

Apart from seeing the X75 in other 
overseas magazines we’d never seen one 
under the New Zealand sun but when we 
did our first impressions were of sheer 
awe. This bike was (past tense they are out 
of production) one of the most stylish 
production bikes ever to come out of the 
English Triumph factory. 

Basically the bike is a sleekly customised 
BSA Rocket 3 with the Triumph name 
stamped all over it. The reason for the 
Triumph name being that the bike just 
went into production at the time of the 
Triumph-BSA merger. 

The first Hurricane ever produced was 
designed in America by Craig Vetter 
under commission for Triumph. It was 
completed in 1971 but the bikes didn’t 
hit the production line until two years 
later. In the short space of time it was 
produced only 500 were made the 
majority of which went to the U.S. 
market but two found there way to N.Z. 
and Gary managed to find one. The other 
>. is reputedly in the South Island although 
All the Pipes on the right makes it ground oft d e Gary had heard that it had been seen in 
This Flurticane had been dropped on the pipes but repair has made it Wellington in a sorry state of repair. If 

the owner of the other one would contact 
us we could tell you for sure where it is 
and what it looks like. 

What first hits you when you look at 
the bike is the tank. It’s nothing you’ve 
ever seen before. The tank is made of steel 
and covered in fibreglass and extends in 
one smooth flowing motion to the seat 
where it gradually fades away. It’s all one 
piece and gives the bike an elegant look. 
Unfortunately the tank only holds two 
gallons which may hinder you on long 
trips and especially around town because 
according to Gary it’s a hog for gas in the 
city. 

Secondly you'll notice the three exhaust 
pipes all on the right hand side. It really 
is different but again is easily grounded 
on hard right bends. Gary has in fact 
dropped it on the pipes on a greasy 
Highly polished conical hubs replace Triumph’s dull alloy on previous corner in the Awakino Gorge but his 
production machines. trade has enabled him to make an easy 
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and undectable repair. 

The forks on the Hurricane are Triumph 
but are slightly longer than the standard 
Rocket or Trident forks. Also they are 
fitted with alloy yokes which look good 
but take a lot of cleaning. 

Performance wise the bike has a top 
speed of up around the 120mph mark and 
is a little slower at the top end than the 
Trident although it does have quicker 
acceleration. This is due to a gearing 
change which is probably the only 
mechanical difference in the whole engine. 

Personally Gary’s main moans are the 
small fuel tank and front brake.The tank 
holds too little gas and the front brake 
has no stopping power at all. Triumph 
still have drums all around on the Hurricane 
and Gary feels a disc is necessary. Possibly 
different linings may help but one things 
for sure it couldn’t get any worse. The 
front forks also tend to bottom quite a 
lot and Gary will be trying a heavier grade 
of oil to try and solve this problem. 

Instrumentation is very simple. The 
speedometer and tachometer are identical 
to those off the old BSA Lightning 650cc 
twin. All the usual switches as well as a 
kill buttom are incorporated. 

We’ve spoken about it’s bad points so 
to be fair we must mention it’s good 
points and two immediately spring to 
mind. To date Gary has experienced no 
vibration from the bike. At least not 
enough to bother him. Some is experienced 
from the front wheel which recently had 
a new tyre fitted and is not centred 
properly. Also oil leaks are non existent 
save a little vapour from underneath the 
left hand forward rocker cover. 

Gary’s owned the machine since 
February and after 1000 miles had to 
replace the whole clutch. This apparently 
doesn’t happen in all the Hurricanes it’s 
just an odd one. That’s been the only 
mechanical failure. Well what else do you 
expect it’s only done 4,500 miles. 

Buying parts is the only major problem 
at the moment but that’s only because of 
trouble at the Triumph factory in the U.K. 
Most parts are interchangeable with the 
Trident which is now back in production. 

Needless to say Gary has no plans of 
selling it at the moment. Would you if 
you owned one of a kind? 

Performance Figures: 

Mop Speed ..........00000 115-120 mph. 
Standing % mile .......... 13.0 seconds. 
Maximum BHP . 62 at 8000 rpm. 
Weight (nett) .... 460 Ibs. 
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Heavily finned rocker covers contrast the three Amal carburettors. All the 
carbies are operated by a single cable and plunger arrangement. 





Everythings neatly in place and the motors finish makes it a pleasure to 
look at. Credit must go to Gary who spent two hours cleaning it for us. 







Standard BSA Lightning instruments are uncluttered and easy to view. Notice 
the polished alloy yoke instead of the normal cast iron, 
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Last year’s holiday 
was just fine. 
Last year. 


But now it’s time to forget about your 
in-laws’ guest room. To forget about 
your cousin’s cottage in the country. 
To forget about all the places you’ve 
ever been before. It’s time to think 
about all the places you could be. 
About the high life in New York. The low 
down on San Francisco. About the wide- 
open spaces. And the tight little islands. 
About the whole wide world. And the 
world’s most experienced airline. 
We can show you just about any 
kind of place you can dream of. 
And we’ve got just the kind of 
package tours and budget fares 
to make your dream come true. 


i 
It’s as easy as a phone call to a Pan Am® 


Travel Agent. And as soon as you say. 
' Just go! This year. 


Pan Am makes the going great 
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champion motocross competitor at Waimauku, Auckland during the Connelly cup 72-73. 





